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Cast

Sister Polly.........ccccccuee... Jessica Price
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Sister Jane....................... Lisa Drostova
Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Sister Peggy.........cccccuune..... Alexis Lane Jensen
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Sister Phebe....................... Peggy De Coursey
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.

Sister Hannah....................... Ann Kendrick
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

Sister Rachel....................... Jennifer Rice
Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.

Sister Betsy........cccccuuunen.... Jean Forsman

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of
God.

Sister Izzy....................... dillian Jetton
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Sister Fanny...........cc.c........ Molly Holcomb
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

PLACE
A Shaker village in Pleasant Hill, Kentucky.
TIME
Summer, 1938
INTERMISSION
There will be one 10 minute intermission

As It Is in Heaven is presented by special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York
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PRODUCTION STAFF

ALAN BARKAN ......ccccuueen... PRODUCER
JEREMY COLE .....ccuveuvenenn. DIRECTOR
NORMAN DE VEYRA .......cccuue..... SET DESIGN/BENCHES
JOSE GARCIA ......ceuueuen.... STAGE MANAGER &
LicHT OPERATOR
SHU PING GUAN .......cccueuunenn. SET DESIGN/BACKDROP
MARTHA LUEHRMANN ....ccccevuvenenn. AsSISTANT DIRECTOR &
Props
ALECKS RUNDELL .................. LiGHT DESIGN
ELizABETH VAN BUREN................... CosTUuME DESIGN
SiLAS HUMPHRIES .................. VOLUNTEER
Yu WU (PATIENCE) .....cceueuenn.... VOLUNTEER

A NoTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Before [ read As It Is in Heaven, 1 was guilty of equating the Shakers
with their furniture. I didn’t know much about the religion or its people.
[ didn’'t know that Shakers were the folks who squished a circular broom
into the flat version we still use to this day. I didn’t know how advanced
their architecture was, nor how fond they were of song and dance.
| certainly didn’t know that they were a celibate order, and [ knew
nothing of their charismatic founder, Mother Ann Lee, who thought of
herself as the second human manifestation of God. Nor was | aware
of the events that occurred in the 1800’s — where many young women
in a variety of Shaker communities experienced visions and received
“gifts” of song, dance and art...

I know a great deal more about the Shakers now, though it certainly
isn’t necessary to study them in order to appreciate As It Is in Heaven.
The author, Arlene Hutton, has done a remarkable job of looking at
the actual people, rather than focus on the religion itself. We view
these ladies as we would any group of nine women who live in close
quarters: they are not so different from us. We may not share their
belief system, but we have certainly struggled with issues of vanity, lust,
envy and pride. We have spoken in anger, and lived to regret it. We
have jumped to conclusions, refused to listen, and yet, at other times,
we have shown remarkable strength, given support to our fellows and
performed acts of charity and grace.

When Ken Burns produced a short piece on the Shakers for PBS, one
of the women he interviewed stated, “I don’t want to be remembered
as a chair.” It is my hope that no one who sees As It Is in Heaven will
ever take that point of view again.







